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The provision of sustainable quality education is achieved through the formulation and implementation of policy framework that is 

needs driven and comprises key elements of fostering educational and human capital development. This informed the development of 

the Ministerial Strategic Plan (2018 – 2022) which set out our agenda for the development of education in Nigeria. The Plan highlighted 

key areas of intervention aimed at reinvigorating the Nigeria's education sector. The focal areas were strategically designed to refocus 

the different subsectors for effective educational policy formulation, quality assurance and delivery. Specific goals for the focal areas 

and their implementation strategies were outlined to achieve positive outcomes and make education and management of education 

result oriented. This will, in the overall provide the human capital needed for national development contained in the national recovery 

and growth agenda.

The development and production of quality instructional and learning resources for use in Nigeria was given a prime place in the 

Strategic Plan. Our desire in this regard is to ensure that all instructional and learning resources to be used in the education sector meet 

basic quality standards and as well undergo a quality assurance mechanism comparable to global best practices. This will ensure the 

speedy eradication of all forms of substandard instructional and learning resources, thus giving all Nigerians the opportunity to receive 

quality education in all its ramifications. 

This manual, which is a policy-framework, responds to all issues that will lead to the development, production, and distribution or 

circulation of quality and culturally sensitive instructional and learning resources in Nigeria. It provides a means of confronting all 

issues and curbing negative practices associated with the proliferation of substandard resources for teaching and learning in Nigeria. I 

sincerely commend the Nigerian Educational Research and Development Council (NERDC) for coming up with this document, in line 

with her mandate and as provided for in our Strategic Plan for the education sector.  

I wish to therefore request gencies under the Federal Ministry of Education, the State Ministries of Education, Authors, Publishers, 

developers, and all stakeholders to be guided by the provisions of this policy framework for implementation. 

Malam Adamu Adamu 
Honourable Minister of Education



 As part of its responsibilities, the Nigerian Educational Research and Development Council (NERDC) is to ensure that quality 

books and instructional materials are used in Nigerian educational system. NERDC has, over the years, in line with its mandate, 

engaged in quality control and assessment of educational books and instructional materials for use in the Nigerian educational space. 

This effort needed to be strengthened and made more functional to meet the current trends in the book industry.

The rapid growth and advancement of information technology in recent times, has occasioned the development of e-based 

instructional materials. These materials come in various forms including e-books, instructional packages, laboratory simulations, 

educational videos, audios, animations, etc. Since these materials are also to be used in the schools to support curricula 

implementation, it is important that strategies and criteria are designed to objectively adjudge and assess their quality, accuracy, 

suitability, and usability.

These contexts necessitated the development of a well-articulated policy framework that combines elements of existing book 

assessment practices with emerging best practices. This initiative is focused on making book assessment practice easy. This will 

ensure and maintain the quality of books and other instructional resources including e-based resources for use in the Nigerian school 

system. 

The Manual for the assessment of instructional and learning resources therefore incorporates best practices and technology for the 

assessment and quality assurance of educational materials including e-resources. It is structured into 4 sections with the overall 

purpose of providing technical specifications for the development and assessment of educational books and resources including 

digital teaching and learning resources. Thus, this Manual is immensely invaluable and provides serious guide and standards for 

publishers/authors, developers, and printers of instructional and learning resources. 



The development of the Manual involved digital content developers, subject specialists, curriculum developers, publishing 

experts, publishers, printers, language experts and measurement and evaluation specialists. I wish to sincerely acknowledge the 

valuable inputs to the Manual by these experts. 

I specially, thank the Universal Basic Education Commission (UBEC) for providing us with the funds to execute the different 

stages for the development of this Manual.

It is my fervent hope that policy implementers, publishers, authors, printers, e-learning content developers, and other critical 

stakeholders will embrace this Manual and use it for the development of quality instructional and learning resources.

Professor Ismail Junaidu
Executive Secretary, NERDC.
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Resource 
Type       

Resource 
Format         

Category                      Description

Mobile 
Applications 

E-Resource Curriculum, 
Professional, 
or Support 

Mobile applications may be considered as learning and 
instructional resources if they provide access to content as 
described in the categories mentioned above, or provide a 
tool that appears only in an application format.

Fictional 
Materials: 

Print or 
E-Resource 

General or 
Support 

These are reading materials that include a variety of literary 
works like novels, anthology of short stories and poetries, 
tales, big books, and storybooks that are to be utilized for 
remediation, reinforcement, or enrichment of skills in 
reading.

Informational 
Textbooks  

Print or 
E-Resource

Curriculum, 
Professional, 
General or 
Support

Informational texts can be in any format (e.g., reports, essays, feature 
articles, editorials, documentary films, websites, texts of work, family 
and community life) that use language to “transact and negotiate 
relationships, goods, and services, report on people, things, events, and 
issues, and to explain, analyze, argue, persuade and give opinions”

Web 
Applications 

E-Resource Curriculum, 
Professional, 
General or 
Support

Web applications may be considered as learning and 
instructional resources if they provide access to content as 
described in the categories mentioned above, or provide a 
tool that appears only in an application format.

Computer 
Software 
(Desktop)

E-Resource Curriculum, 
Professional, 
General or 
Support

Computer software for learning are primarily the resources 
that can be installed on a computer device and accessed 
locally on the device without having to use the internet. 



Resource 
Type       

Resource 
Format         

Category                      Description

Audio 
Recordings 

E-Resource Curriculum, 
Professional, 
or Support 

Curriculum, 
Professional, 
or Support 

Audios that can be used as electronic learning and instructional 
resources may be recorded and made available in various media 
including CDs, podcasts or other digital formats. 

E-Resource Video 
Recordings 

Videos that can be used as electronic learning and instructional 
resources may be recorded and made available in various media 
including DVDs, video streaming services like Youtube and Vimeo 
or any other medium available for use in the classroom. 

Magazines, 
Periodicals 
or Journals 

Print or 
E-Resources

General,  
Support 

These are resources for general reading that aids the teaching of the 
overall curriculum content. They are developed at regular intervals and 
can come in print or digital forms.

Atlases and 
Drawings 

Print or 
E-Resources

General,  
Support 

Maps and drawings are generally used as support or supplementary 
instructional resources used in the classroom for clearer understanding 
of learning concepts. 

Workbooks
General, 
Professional, 
Support 

Print or 
E-Resources

Workbooks are similar to textbooks and can be used as supplementary 
learning resources. They include space for writing and can be 
provided for both teachers and students 

Journals Curriculum, 
Professional, 
or Support 

Print or 
E-Resources

Journals are learning resources that describe a professional study or
activity. They can be used by teachers to improve their knowledge on 
a particular area of study. 

Note that the E-Resources described in this section do not include the hardware or infrastructure needed to use the E-Resources.







































ISBN (International Standard Book Number) -  An ISBN is essentially a product identifier used by publishers, booksellers, libraries, 
internet retailers and other supply chain participants for ordering, listing, sales records and stock control purposes. The ISBN identifies 
the registrant as well as the specific title, edition and format. In Nigeria, ISBN is issued by the National Library of Nigeria (NLN).

Almanacs - An almanac (also spelled almanack and almanach) is an annual publication listing a set of current, general or specific 

information about one or multiple subjects.

Animate or Inanimate - Animate means that which lives, whereas inanimate means lacking the quality of being alive.

Atlas - An atlas is a collection of maps, tables, charts, etc. 

Dynamic Modelling - Dynamic Modelling describes those aspects of a system that are concerned with time and sequencing of the 

operations.

Instructional Aids - are devices that assist an instructor in the teaching-learning process. Instructional aids are not self-supporting; they 

support, supplement, or reinforce what is being taught.

Lesson Plan - A lesson plan is simply a guide or step-by-step plan for a lesson that a teacher plans to teach. 

Learning Guide - A learning guide is a user manual about effective ways to learn the subject matter and skills in a particular subject area.

Learning Management System (LMS) - A learning management system is a software application for the administration, 

documentation, tracking, reporting, automation and delivery of educational courses, training programs, or learning and development 

programs.

Multimedia Learning Materials - They are materials such as videos and interactive web pages.

Periodicals - Periodicals are magazines, scholarly journals, newspapers, and newsletters published in a series or periodically.

Serials - A "serial" is defined as any publication issued in successive parts which are intended to be continued indefinitely.

Yearbook - A yearbook is a type of a book published annually.

GLOSSARY OF TERMS
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